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Heroes and Villains 
 
At the September 17, 2019 H2GO board meeting, our opponents Steve Hosmer and Barry Laub 
once again proclaimed their unwavering and unqualified support of Belville, as well as their 
disdain for Leland, going so far as to, repeatedly, refer to Belville as “heroes” for its attempted 
takeover of H2GO in November 2017. This takeover was found by the Superior Court, in April 
2019, to be “unlawful” (p.67), and that “the commissioners of both governing boards of H2GO 
and Belville, acting in concert, failed to act in good faith, and their actions were so clearly 
unreasonable as to amount to an oppressive and manifest abuse of their discretion.” (p. 53-54). 
(Court ruling posted under a separate tab.) 
 
Previously, at a gathering led by Mr. Hosmer and Belville Mayor Mike Allen outside of the May 
21, 2019 H2GO board meeting, Hosmer stated the following: “What Belville did was protect the 
assets for their citizens and H2GO citizens. Belville took the assets right after the November 
2017 election and the outgoing commissioners voted at their last meeting to have assets 
transferred to the town of Belville. Mayor Mike Allen was the one we owe (handclapping).” 
Mayor Allen then said “If you don’t live in Leland, you will be disenfranchised in the upcoming 
election. I can promise you this if you put the right people on the board I’m going to turn the 
assets back over.” Hosmer and Laub repeated this ridiculous notion of Belville “safeguarding” 
H2GO’s assets at the September 17, 2019 board meeting, during public comments. 
 
And what if the “right” people don’t get elected??? 
 
The court also found that if this transfer is allowed to stand (Belville has filed an appeal), then, 
among other things, …”6) the Town of Belville would have the authority to charge those 
customers who did not live in Belville higher rates;…(8) major portions of the Town of Leland 
and those who reside in unincorporated areas would be dependent on the Board of 
Commissioners of the Town of Belville for their economic planning and expansion 
requirements;… and (11) of the approximately 17,800 registered voters in the district, 16,500 
(approximately 11,200 of those voters reside in Leland) would be voting for sanitary district 
commissioners who no longer had the authority or ability to manage and operate their water 
distribution and public sanitary systems. That authority would fall into the exclusive hands of 
the town commissioners for the Town of Belville. Those living outside of that town cannot vote 
for those commissioners.” (p. 41 of the ruling). 
 
Pretty amazing for Mayor Allen to be so concerned about people living outside of Leland 
possibly being disenfranchised, under his and Hosmer’s made-up scenario of Leland somehow 
taking over all the H2GO assets, when what Belville and the outgoing H2GO board engineered 
in 2017 was the disenfranchisement of the 91% of H2GO customers who live outside Belville. 
 
I don’t know about you, but especially for those of us who live outside Belville, I would not 
consider these actions to be “heroic”.  
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Also at the September 17th meeting, during the public comments portion Mr. Hosmer and Mr. 
Laub entered into yet another line of attacks and insults directed to Chairman Gerken, calling 
him a “villain” for opposing the transfer of H2GO to Belville and its subsequent dissolution, and 
for fighting to get H2GO’s assets back. Mr. Hosmer and Mr. Laub disguise their motivations as a 
fight for clean water, and accuse Chairman Gerken of trying to prevent H2GO’s customers from 
getting clean water. This is an absolutely ludicrous claim. No one wants to drink contaminated 
or unsafe water, but we can have serious and honest disagreements about the best way to 
achieve that goal, with a necessary balancing of technical and financial considerations. Name 
calling and attempting to circumvent the applicable legal framework, instead of putting in the 
hard work of becoming informed and entering into good faith negotiations, is not a productive 
strategy for arriving at workable solutions. 
 
Chairman Gerken has fought for years to foster regional discussions among the various 
stakeholders in Brunswick County on water and wastewater concerns, and to objectively 
analyze the economic impacts of various options. He was unable to do so while in the board 
minority from 2015 to 2017, then had his hands tied during the course of the litigation. At the 
very first board meeting after the April 2019 court ruling, which definitively found in the favor 
of plaintiffs Leland and H2GO, Chairman Gerken took action and the H2GO board voted 5-0 to 
authorize H2GO’s attorney, Steve Coble, to set up discussions among H2GO, Leland, Belville, 
Navassa, and Brunswick County. This would not have been possible prior to the court’s ruling, 
due to the uncertainty of the status of the transfer and bare legal title being vested in Belville 
for the course of the litigation. Belville’s decision to appeal the ruling, despite the extremely 
strong language finding against it, added additional urgency to finding a solution to resolve the 
litigation and to allow the local stakeholders to finally move forward. 
 
Meetings held over the summer resulted in the proposed regional agreement among H2GO, 
Leland, Belville, and, hopefully, Navassa. The county declined to participate at this time, but we 
remain committed to working with them moving forward.  
 
This agreement, if finalized, will end the litigation, end the current competition and overlap 
between H2GO and Leland water utilities, and increase H2GO’s customer and asset bases to a 
great enough degree to make the previously questionable economics of H2GO’s “go it alone” 
approach to the reverse osmosis plant significantly more favorable. This agreement will also 
preserve the voting rights of all of H2GO’s customers, 91% of whom would have lost their 
voting rights under the Belville plan championed by Steve Hosmer and Barry Laub. (Take a look 
at the document of “highlights” of the ruling, as well as the ruling itself, both posted on the 
website.) 
 
Perhaps Mr. Hosmer and Mr. Laub have a different understanding of the words “hero” and 
“villain” than I have, but in my book, Chairman Gerken is the hero in this story. I’ll leave it to 
you to decide who the villains are.  
 


