
Analysis of “Belville Press Release” 2019-10-15 

The document that was handed out just prior to the H2GO board meeting on October 15 

appears to be based on someone’s interpretation of a draft of a proposed interlocal 

agreement among the Town of Leland, the Town of Belville, and Brunswick Regional 

Water and Sewer H2GO.  Without knowing the date and time of the draft in question, it 

is hard to determine what stage of the ongoing deliberations on the proposed 

agreement was represented.  As one of the few people who have seen most of the 

interim drafts, however, I can address some of the allegations that were made in the 

“release”. 

It should be noted, however, that all of the drafts that were circulated for consideration 

were sent under a cover letter stating that the work was “privileged and confidential” and 

should not be forwarded to persons other than the intended recipients.  The person who 

was handing out the release was not one of the intended recipients, and the person who 

shared any of the information with him was in violation of that privilege. 

I will respect that privilege, and thus will only discuss information that is generally known 

about the framework of the proposed regional solution and some general comments 

about the most recent draft. 

• The release is titled “Proposed Interlocal Agreement Leland’s Latest Attempt to 

Kill H2GO’s RO Plant…” 

 

That is simply ridiculous.  The proposed plan is a last-ditch effort to build the 

plant, with an improved economic justification thanks to additional assets and 

customers from a cooperative agreement between H2GO and Leland. 

 

• The next paragraph begins “Proposal Provides Zero Commitment to Build 

H2GO’s RO Plant…” 

 

The truth is exactly the opposite.  The agreement would provide a very strong 

commitment to build the plant. 

 

• That same paragraph continues “…Forces H2GO to Take on MILLIONS of 

Leland’s Debt…” 

 

In return for taking on Leland’s utility-related debt, H2GO would receive all of 

Leland’s utility assets, worth many times the amount of the debt. 

 

• The third paragraph ends with the statement “Belville Announces It Will Not Sign 

Proposal Without Substantive Amendments”. 

 

That’s interesting.  I have learned that Belville has not had a board meeting to 

discuss this, and that this statement therefore could not have been the result of 



an official action.  It appears that the statement may simply be the opinion of 

Belville’s Mayor Mike Allen.  We will await the outcome of a Special Meeting of 

the Belville board of commissioners to determine Belville’s actual intention with 

respect to the proposed agreement. 

 

• The release then goes on to “quote” Mayor Allen.  In the second paragraph of the 

purported quote, it once again refers to Leland attempting to kill the H2GO RO 

plant. 

 

As noted above, the agreement would do just the opposite. 

 

• The next paragraph consists of four bullet points: 

 

o No commitment to construct the H2GO groundwater RO  plant 

 

Not true – see above 

 

o Dealing with the assumption of debt, the release states “These debts 

include all of Leland’s current legal liabilities; payments for all Leland-

committed and commenced projects; AND millions in Leland payments to 

Brunswick County for the county’s sewer plant expansion.” 

 

The debt assumed by H2GO would be only the debt associated with the 

utility assets that would be acquired by H2GO.  Likewise, the projects 

assumed would only be the utility projects that would thence forward be 

owned by H2GO.  And the payments for the Brunswick County 

wastewater treatment plant expansion would be entirely appropriate, given 

that H2GO would then own what had been Leland’s share of the plant 

capacity. 

 

o “Leland gains an ownership interest in H2GO’s assets it never had 

before…” 

 

Again, just the opposite.  H2GO would gain ownership of Leland’s utility 

assets. 

 

• The last paragraph on the first page includes such statements as these: 

 

o “…there are only two sentences concerning the construction of the H2GO 

RO plant…” 

 

Not true.  Without violating attorney client privilege, I can state that there 

are several times that many sentences regarding construction of the RO 



plant. 

 

o “…those sentences do NOT guarantee the completion of the plant.  

Instead, is uses legalese to make sure no commitment to construct can be 

legally enforced.” 

 

Once more, exactly the opposite is true.  I will not state the exact 

language, however, for the reasons previously given.  I will note, however, 

that “legalese”: is pretty important for an agreement this ground-breaking.  

It is vitally important to get it right. 

 

• The first two paragraphs on the second page reiterate the false claims that 

Leland would be taking control of H2GO’s assets and that Leland is trying to kill 

the RO plant.  As noted above, the truth in both cases is diametrically opposite to 

those claims. 

 

• The release finishes with a re-hash of a resolution that was written by Steve 

Hosmer in a couple of days last December and subsequently introduced by 

Commissioner Rodney McCoy at the December board meeting.  That resolution 

was so heavily biased in favor of Belville and against H2GO that it was never 

considered.  Among other provisions were these: 

 

o A delay of 30 days in construction of the RO plant would result in H2GO 

being required to turn all of the assets back over to Belville. 

 

o A commissioner who attempted to interfere with construction of the plant 

would be forced to resign.  That’s not the way elections work. 

The last page of the release is a map related to the proposed agreement.  Again, that 

map was only circulated under the “privileged and confidential”, and its inclusion in the 

release is an indication that someone does not understand that concept. 

In short, this release should not be the basis for any attempt at serious journalism.  


