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“Leadership You Can Trust” – Part Two 
 

Many of you may wonder why we chose this particular campaign slogan. Aside from our strong interest in 
ensuring the future of H2GO through a successful transition to an expanded customer base, completion of the 
reverse osmosis water treatment plant, and a new era of cooperation rather than working at cross-purposes 
with our regional partners in northern Brunswick County, we also want to draw attention to the importance of 
the leadership you elect to the H2GO board. 
 
As a sanitary district, governed under Chapter 130A of the North Carolina General Statutes, there is virtually 
no oversight of the board, no Public Utilities Commission to oversee its actions. As evidenced by the unlawful 
actions of the 2017 outgoing board majority, much mischief can be done without the right leadership on the 
board. It has taken almost two years of litigation, and lots of legal expenses, to attempt to undo what was 
done on November 28, 2017, by the lame duck board. (For further details, see additional information under 
other tabs on this website, including the April 22, 2019 court ruling, which Belville has appealed, and the much 
shorter document with highlights of the ruling.) 
 
While we prefer to focus on our own qualifications to represent you on the board, we would also be remiss if 
we didn’t draw your attention to certain actions of our opponents, Steve Hosmer and Barry Laub, that call into 
question their leadership qualifications. Here are just a few of many examples: 
 
From the litigation record; Mr. Hosmer was deposed due to his collaboration with Belville. These excerpts are 
illustrative of his close ties to Belville, as well as motivation for Hosmer’s support for the Belville takeover, 
other than clean water: 

• Email from Mr. Hosmer to Mayor Allen, December 11, 2017: “I have been working as a citizen to raise 
awareness and interest in making sure that Belville successfully acquires all of H2GO.” 

• From his deposition testimony:  “…as I have noted earlier, the Town of Belville and the citizens of 
Compass Pointe have similar goals. We attempt to keep Mayor Allen apprised of what we are doing.” 
(p. 34 of his deposition) 

• Extensive record of emails directly between Mr. Hosmer and Belville’s Public Information Officer (PIO), 
including monthly reviews and edits of the monthly “scripts” Mr. Hosmer and Mr. Laub have prepared 
for reading by various volunteers during the H2GO board meetings. Mr. Hosmer also took direction 
from Belville’s PIO to attempt to discredit one of the H2GO commissioners opposed to the Belville 
takeoever. 

• Mr. Hosmer exchanged emails with newly-elected Commissioner Rodney McCoy (in favor of the 
Belville takeover), thanking Mr. Hosmer for “being so involved” and “by partnering with Belville, this 
puts a layer between power hungry Leland Council and H2GO”.  

• From his deposition:  Attorney: “And did you – did you feel that this transaction between H2GO and 
Belville would make it less likely that the Town of Leland would annex Compass Pointe”?  Hosmer: 
“Yes.” (p. 63 of deposition) 

• See separate document titled “Chairman Gerken Addresses Hosmer/Laub Errors” 
• Arranged meeting with Commissioners Beer and Gerken under false pretenses. In March 2018, 

Hosmer arranged a meeting with Commissioners Gerken and Beer on the pretense of wanting to listen 
to their views. In fact, the meeting was a set up arranged in coordination with Belville’s public 
information officer. From the litigation record, email from Mr. Hosmer to the Belville PIO: “Bill [Beer] 
has been stalling because he, as he says, is very busy. I am staying on him and we will meet sometime 
soon. [The meeting took place on April 7th.]  Then I’ll follow your lead and let him talk and dig his own 



 2 

hole. Afterwards we can provide contradictory information to his facts and try to turn him…. See you 
Thursday…And yes, you have final say on participants.” 

• Ex parte communication with judge.  In a major breach of protocol, in December 2018 Hosmer wrote 
a lengthy email directly to the Superior Court judge hearing the Belville litigation, asking the judge to 
discuss related issues with him “in a confidential phone conversation”, and provided his phone 
number. Furthermore, “No one besides myself knows of or will know that I am contacting you with 
these questions and I would prefer to keep this email and any ensuing discussion confidential.”  
Needless to say, the judge, as soon as he realized what Mr. Hosmer was asking of him, stopped reading 
the email and passed the matter on to his assistant for disposition. 

• Booklets improperly using photographs of Brunswick County schoolchildren.  At the November 15, 
2018 board meeting, Hosmer and Laub gave personalized, full color glossy booklets to Commissioners 
Gerken, Beer and Trombley (but not to Jenkins or McCoy), featuring many photos of Brunswick County 
schoolchildren, without permission, with text such as “Gaze on the faces of those you are hurting 
Commissioner Gerken” ,  “Which of these unsuspecting students will not grow old because of you? Do 
they deserve what you are doing to them Commissioner Gerken?”, and “Which one or more of these 
unsuspecting students will be dead before their 10th high school reunion because of you?” Hosmer and 
Laub were reported to the Brunswick County School Administrative office, and reprimanded. 

• “Warnings” to Commissioners Gerken, Trombley, and Beer. 
o Hosmer sent emails to Commissioners Gerken, Trombley and Beer in December 2018, pushing 

his “solution” to the litigation, and warning them that “Once parents find a suitable target for 
their assumed wrongful death anger, things could get unpleasant and expensive for you.” His 
“solution” was for Belville to return the assets to H2GO on condition that H2GO build the RO 
plant, but also contained many unrealistic and punitive provisions that could have easily 
resulted in the return of all the assets right back to Belville. It was not seriously considered as a 
realistic proposal by counsel or the board. Hosmer also admitted under oath in his deposition 
that he had written the proposal himself, in two days, prior to the December board meeting, 
having shared it only with Commissioners Jenkins and McCoy. 

o At the December 2018 board meeting, Hosmer warned Commissioners Gerken, Trombley, and 
Beer to “accept our proposed settlement…You have that power. So use it. Or… we will use our 
power to eliminate you from office. … H2GO is our house and right now, by your actions, you 
three commissioners are the dirt. It’s time for a clean sweep.” 

o Hosmer followed up at the January 2019 board meeting with “No more playing nice on our 
part, end of patience time’s up, and you are not going to like the consequences. We suggest 
you act wisely tonight in the true best interests of your customers for a change for we have 
committed volunteers who are waiting to start actions if you don’t and if you don’t, time’s up, 
Trudy Trombley, time’s up Bill Beer, and for you time is really up Mr. Gerken.” 

 
 
 
 
 


